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TAGS: PFOR, SF, WA, AO 

SUBJECT: ANGOLAN C-130 SHOT DOWN 

1 . DURING COURSE OF FRENCH NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, FONMIN 
BOTHA TOOK ME TO ONE SIDE TO SAY THAT HE WANTED US TO KNOW 
THAT TWO DAYS AGO AN ANGOLAN C-130 WAS SHOT DOWN NEAR THE 
NAMIBIAN BORDER. I ASKED WHERE THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE 
AND WHAT HAPPENED TO THE AIRCRAFT. BOTHA QUICKLY AFFIRMED 
THAT THE SHOOT-DOWN DID NOT RESULT FROM SOUTH AFRICAN FIRE. 

HE CLAIMED THAT THE AIRCRAFT TOOK OFF ON THE ANGOLAN SIDE 
IN THE GENERAL AREA OF RUACANA AND FELL SHORTLY AFTER 
TAKE-OFF ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS INSIDE OF ANGOLA. 
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AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT, BOTHA SAID, HE WAS IN OVAMBO 
TOGETHER WITH ALL RPT ALL OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY 
ZONE COMMANDERS. USING A LOGIC NOT READILY APPARENT, HE ARGUED 
THAT SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES COULD NOT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED BECAUSE 
OF THE PRESENCE OF THE COMMANDERS WITH HIM. BOTHA NOTED THAT 
THE PRESS WAS NOT AWARE OF THE INCIDENT AND WOULD 
PROBABLY NOT COME UPON IT UNLESS ANGOLAN AUTHORITIES CHOSE 
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TO INFORM THEM, IN WHICH CASE THE GPRA WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 
BLAME THE SAG. HE AGAIN REPEATED THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH THE CRASH OF THE AIRCRAFT. WHICH HE 
ATTRIBUTED TO UNITA FORCES OPERATING IN THE AREA. 

2. COMMENT: BOTHA'S PRESENTATION HAD THE AIR OF PROTESTING 
TOO LOUDLY. I ASKED HIM HOW HE KNEW THE AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN 
SHOT DOWN, RATHER THAN SUFFERED MECHANICAL FAILURE, IF IT 
TOOK OFF AND FELL IN ANGOLAN TERRITORY AND THERE WAS NO 
FIRE FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN SIDE. HE HAD NO ANSWER BEYOND 
AFFIRMING THAT THEY KNEW THIS TO BE THE CASE. 
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